Researching our “Roll of Honour”

A “great” Clapham Old Xaverian 

Former Trooper of " Cardinal's Own" Wins the D.S.C.

One of the original members of the 8th Westminster, the Cardinal's Own, Scout Troop was among the recent naval honours.

He is Lieutenant-Commander Arthur J. Galvin, R.N.R., of H.M.S. Lynx, who was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross among decorations for—in the words of the official Gazette " Unfailing courage, endurance and resource in His Majesty's trawlers, drifters and mine-sweepers in their hard and perilous task of sweeping the seas clear of enemy mines and combating submarines."

MINE-SWEEPING Lieutenant-Commander Galvin, who is 36, was educated at Clapham College, and was an officer in the Merchant Marine and the Royal Naval Reserve, and since the outbreak of war Ass been mine-sweeping off the South Coast. His family live in the Cathedral parish and his father was an officer in the R.A.F. during the last war.
[Catholic Herald 12th January 1940]

News has just been received by airgraph from " somewhere in the Mediterranean " that Lieutenant-Commander Arthur J. Galvin, D.S.C., R.N.R., has been awarded the R.N.R. decoration for ability in seamanship. Lieutenant-Commander Galvin, who is 38, was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross in January, 1940, and was educated at Clapham College. Catholic Herald 26th June 1942
HMS Britomart (J 22)
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Minesweeper of the Halcyon class

	Navy
	The Royal Navy

	Type
	Minesweeper

	Class
	Halcyon 

	Pennant
	J 22 

	Built by
	Devonport Dockyard (Plymouth, U.K.) : Barclay Curle 

	Ordered
	1 Aug 1937 

	Laid down
	1 Jun 1938 

	Launched
	23 Aug 1938 

	Commissioned
	24 Aug 1939 

	Lost
	27 Aug 1944 

	Loss position
	49.41N, 00.05E

	History
	HMS Britomart (Lt.Cdr. Arthur James Galvin, DSC, RNR) was accidentally sunk by allied aircraft off Le Havre, France in position 49º41'N, 00º05'E.


Commands listed for HMS Britomart (J 22)

	
	Commander
	From
	To

	
	Lt.Cdr. Arthur James Galvin, DSC, RNR
	5 Jan 1944
	27 May 1944 (+)


Crew of the HMS Britomart
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Robert Newton was a well known actor who served on Britomart for 4 years (apart from when he was occasionally given special leave to work on select films, notably the patriotic Henry V in 1944). He was released from his duties on medical grounds (asthma). Perhaps his most famous film role was as Long John Silver.
(Source: Nicholas Newton (son) & Fiona McGregor)
After D-Day the 1st Minesweeping Flotilla's main task was keeping the swept channel between Portsmouth and Arromanches clear of mines. On 22nd August, operating out of the Mulberry Harbour at Arromanches, they were sent to clear a magnetic minefield off Cap d'Antifer. This was to enable the battleship' Warspite' to get closer to the French coast to bombard the port of Le Havre still in German hands. On being ordered back to their previous duty after a maintenance day at Arromanches, the Commanding Officer of HMS Jason (SO 1st MSF in the absence of the Flotilla leader) pointed out to the staff at the minesweeping HQ that the urgent task off Cap d'Antifer was not completed. An amending signal, cancelling the return to the Portsmouth/Arromanches channel, was duly made.
The 1st. Flotilla, led by HMS Jason and including the BRITOMART, Hussar, Salamander and the trawler 'Colsay', began their fifth day of minesweeping on Sunday, 27th August, 1944. At about noon on 27 August when the ships were sweeping, an RAF reconnaissance aircraft flew over low, the pilot returning the waves from the ships' companies. Between 1330 and 1340 on this beautiful day, with the sea smooth as a duck pond, sixteen RAF rocket-firing Typhoons, of 263 and 266 Squadrons accompanied by a Polish squadron of Spitfires, swooped out of the sun and attacked the BRITOMART. On their second attack, the Salamander and Hussar were hit. In just over 10 minutes, two ships were burning and sinking, a third badly damaged and on fire. Men swimming in the water were now subjected to shelling from the German shore batteries. 
Hussar and BRITOMART were sunk and HMS Salamander so severely damaged as to be beyond economical repair. The minesweeper Jason and the dan laying trawler Colsay were also damaged in the attack. A total of 78 officers and ratings were killed and 149 wounded, many seriously. Twenty two men were killed on the BRITOMART and fifty five on Hussar. Survivors were later told to 'keep their mouths shut about the whole affair'. 
A court of enquiry, held at Arromanches two days later, found that this appalling blunder was due to "an error in communications". This regrettable episode occurred because the signal ordering the 1st MSF to resume their task off Cap d'Antifer, rather than sweeping off Arromanches, was not repeated to the Flag Officer British Assault Area. Although, therefore, the reconnaissance aircraft had reported the ships as friendly and the leader of the airborne Typhoons had twice questioned his orders to attack, the shore staff persisted with the strike because it was thought that enemy vessels were trying to enter or leave Le Havre. The RAF was completely exonerated
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Sketch made by divers of HMS BRITOMART 30 metres down on the sea bed in 2002
Position: 49°40.294N / 000°06.775W
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GALVIN, Arthur J, Lieutenant Commander, RNR, Britomart, 27 August 1944, ship loss, MPK

Ensign’s tragic tale
WANDERING along the beach of the French port of Villiers-Sur-Mer, a small boy picked up a large tattered White Ensign that had been washed ashore and kept it as a souvenir.
Over forty years later he handed it in to the British Ministry of Defence, and steps were taken to discover its origins, through the letters column of Navy News.
Now it appears that the full tragic story has been finally pieced together and the ensign is from HMS Salamander, a minesweeper operating off the French coast in 1944 and mistakenly attacked and sunk by British aircraft.
Operating with two sister ships, Britomart and Hussar, Salamander had hoisted two extra ensigns in a vain bid to identify the group’s nationality, but the attack claimed 86 lives and a further 124 were wounded, leaving Salamander with her stern blown off, and the other two ships sunk.
The six foot by three foot ensign has now found a final resting place in the Hampshire village of Wickham, a village twinned with Villiers-Sur-Mer. Presented to the local branch of the Royal British Legion it now occupies a special place in the Community Centre’s special twinning display.
[Navy News 1984]
Written Answers to Parliamentary Questions
Tuesday 21 February 1995
Friendly Fire Incident (Normandy)
Mr. Mackinlay: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence if he will ensure that a memorial service is held for the men killed on HMS HUSSAR, HMS BRITOMART, HMS SALAMANDER and HMS COLSAY in the friendly fire incident off Normandy on 27 August 1944; and if he will make a statement.
Arthur would have started at Clapham in 1915

[Scotty]
