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Inside:
A Bumper Mailbag!
Spencer McGuire Tells it like it is in the Ones ( and it’s not very nice).

Sports Day 1925 - a copy of the programme - thanks to Dom. Joseph Warrilow of St. Mary’s
Abbey, Quarr, Ryde |.O.W. (and yes, A.J.Kennedy did win everything!)

Colin Garvey writes. Lots.
it shouldn't happen to a Vet, but it did,

As requested, John Woollard's speech from the night of the College closure dinner.

Bro Josepit's letter from Africa.

“For this they knocked off ‘Wagsn Train’”




Personalia:

Paul Cousins, a contemporary of John Leathem, will have married Debra Evans on March
1st, by the time this goes to press. The wedding was at Christ Church in Reading. Paul’s
former schoolchums will be able to see him at the September Centenary bash, for which he
has booked tickets. (Have you?-Ed) '

Glastonbury Cricket Champions 1934:

A photograph of the above team is now on display In the Clubhouse. To date, only three
players have been identified:- G.RILEY; (?) LANGLEY ; P. O'SULLIVAN. Can any reader
help in identifying the others? (Was this the last time Glastonbury won anything?t)

Patrick Furey writes o tell us that he has moved to a new address in Toronto; MEMBERSHIP
SEC. PLEASE NOTE. 69 Warland Ave, Toronto, Ontario, M4J 3G1, CANADA and (get this)
fureyp @ nts.ohn.hydro.on.ca - no way we're going on the net while this dinosaur is Editor.

David Nix, currently leading the Fourth X| revival, tock some time off to welcome new baby
Antonia into the world; Olcay Nix did ali the hard work, congratulations to them both.

Fans of John McGuire's style and technique(?!) will have the chance to watch or oppose him
when he plays what can only be termed a "Testimonial" (as in "watch your testes’) on Cup
Final Day,17th May. John has played 35 years, man and old man, for the club; the 17th will
be a good day in the bar one way or another. Don’t forget that it's also Footbail Dinner that
night - see Vic for tickets.

McGuire was joined by, among others, Webber, Pete Brown, Vic, Colin Garvey, Wilson, Mick
Powell and Paul Hixson in the Vets versus invitation League Vets game on 16th March; a
good time was had by all and if you don’t see the report elsewhere in this issue, it will be
appearing in the Summer.

Brian Sanders mentioned, in the last issue, the Oval network. You shouid have been at
Chelsea recently when the woodwork disgorged, among others, David,John & Mike Leathem,
John McGowan, Mick Burke, Steve Webb, Paul West, Vic Roszkowski, Dan Condon, Ged
Dolan; there's a good side there.

On pages following, there is a copy of the Sports Day Programme for 1925, this from
Dom.Joseph Warilow, OSB, of St Mary's Abbey Isle Of Wight. It’s a cracker. Any stories out
there? . -

“EMILY ! REFINED LADIES DO NOT
REVEAL AN ANKLE IN PUBLIC
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(XAVERIAN) COLLEGE

Progrante
ATHLETIC SPORTS

CLAPHAM
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Judges :

Br. ANTONY, C.E.X. W. R. BAMBRIDGE, Esq.

F. G, SANDERS, [isq.

Thimehecpers:
Br. DUNSTAN, C.F.X.

Starker :
d. FLEMING, Esq.

T. F. BAGGALEY. Esq.

Official Scorers:

H. 4. PARKINSON, Esq.
Contmitice :

M. LALL.

Br, DOMINIC, C.EX.

MACER.
F. DANCER.

F. DUNWORTH
Houn. Orgaiising Sccs.

W

§. RUTTER.
D. BEESON.

S. HARRIS.

4. PINDER.
F. PEREZ.

Br. LEQ, CE.X.

Bro. SYLVESTER, C.F.X.
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“The Girl in the Train™

Selection
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Valse

wi

Two Step

6.

e Alford
ver Samers

“ A Musical Switch ™

Selection

7.

* Welsh Medley ™

Cne Step

8.

Javaloyes

“El Abanico™”

March

Hcrman

“Le Diademe”

Qverture

2

Fall

“*Gold and Silver ™

Valse

L

Sullivan

“HM.M.S. Pinafore ™

Selection

4.

Nicholls

“Sahara ™’

Fox Trot

i

.. Anclifre

* Fragrance ™

Intermezzo ...

o

Maseagni

“ Cavalleria Rusticana ™

7. Fantasia

“ Post Horn Galop ™ Koenig

Galop

8.
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Readers Wiite & 555

Most of the fetters are addressed to Mick Power; piease continue to write to his address as he
is easily the more constant (stabie?) of the two of us - Ed. (Also, anything critical might just
get binned at my house)

Dear Mick Chris Scott
4, Deer Leap
Shipham, Somerset
BS251QT

thank you for your note and the magazine - | enclose the COXA membership S.0. form, duly
completed and am pleased that the Old Boys' Association is still running smoothly.

| believe that Brian Sanders may well have been a classmate of mine in the 50s but having
moved all around the country it is very easy to lose touch.

The article by Henry Pinsent is very interesting and | well remember the pitch referred to in
Clarence Avenue on which there was an air raid shelter, no changing rooms and when first
discovered contained several concrets blocks set in the ground which were used as tethers
for barrage balloons during the War and were extremely difficult to dispose of, hence the
bricks and hardcore below the surface.

| have enclosed some photographs which | have of both school teams at Clapham Coilege
and some pictures of the Streatham Rovers team, run by my father, which included a
number of Clapham College pupils. My father was a Police Sergeant when he ran the boys’
soccer team but finished as a Chief Inspector at Regents Park.

| have noted the names of those | remember on the reverse of the photographs and it would
be interesting if any of those not named could be identified by any of the Old Boys. Quin in
one of the Streatham Rovers pictures was Head Boy when | joined Clapham Coliege as an
eleven-year-old. '

| would certainly like to attend the Remembrance Mass on 26th September and also the
Dinner on the Saturday; is the Dinner for Old Boys only or are families welcome as well?

| look forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely, Chris Scott

* the photographs mentioned in Chris’ letter show, inter alia, Denis Quin, Kevin Carroll,
David Rowles and Ted Hayter. If you want to see how improbably handsome they were, get

yourself down to the Clubhouse where Mick Power has put them on display with many similar
shots.
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Dear Mick Holme House, 12

South Drive
Wokingham RG40 2DH

| was given your name by Phil Schwenk who said you look after the Clapham Old Xaverians’
Association. He let me have a copy of the standing order form but also mentioned that one
could opt for Life membership for £75 which seems a pretty convenient way of doing things.
If this is still the case [ would appreciate the correct form.

| was a contemporary of Phil's at Clapham from 1958 to 1966 but never got around to
following up on the Association. Better late than never!

Kind regards, Paul Shimell

Paul writes separately....
....... | was unabie {o consider the 10th Jan at such short notice, but | am Sure

it was a great occasion. if you do get a party up for the Test, | would be interested; | wouid
also be a keen "Old Fogie" as Clapper would have it, for any Golf that is going.
worereeCOXA GOLF DAY - JULY 25th -- EAMONN TAGGART FOR DETAILS (Ed)™

Hello again Mick! 37 Ashleigh Read, Mertlake
SW14 8PY

very much enjoyed our COXA lunch yesterday, the jolly crowd on my table and of course
making personal contact with you. Thanks for your efforts in setting it up.

Sheila Rowe gave me blank standing order forms, both for myseif and for brother Michael
which | will pass on to him.

{ anticipate moving to Kingston upon Thames early in March, or sooner if my refurbishment
programme permits.

With kind regards and thanks, Douglas Hadida

Dear Mick, 28 Churchdale Court, Harvard Rd
London W4 4EE

thanks for your note on the Christmas edition of Clapper. Unfortunately, | won't be
able to join you on January 10th. It's entirely my own fauit - | simply missed the paragraph in
the Autumn edition and only became aware of the lunch when | saw Brian Sanders just
before Christmas. By that time, sadly, I'd already committed myself to an all day sitting at
Court which [ simply can’t get out of.

If the opportunity arises on the 10th, please let the 1ads know how sorry | am not to
be with them in body - | shall be there in spirit, so God help the Baddies who appear in front

of me that dayl!
| hope to see you during the coming year - certainly in September, if not before.

To a very happy and successful 1997, yours, Cecil Pocock.




Xaverian Brothers
Bradley House
Little Trodgers Lane,
Mayfield,
E SUSSEX TN20 6PW
Dear Brian,
it was kind and thoughtful of you to send us a copy of the circular sent out to the
Clapham Qld Xaverians listing the events being organised to celebrate the Centenary year of
the Coilege. It is quite impressive and obviously a lot of work has been put into it. Well donel
Thank you for the invitation to the Brothers here to attend the Centenary Mass and/or
Centenary Dinner, but, as | am sure you understand, because of the ravages of old age,
time, distance etc we are regretfully unable to accept your kind invitation. However | feel that
we should have at least one Brother representing the Brothers at the Centenary Mass/Dinner
and | think that Bro Bernard Philpott wouid be happy to be that representative. It so happens
that Bro Bemnard is the sole surviving Brother who taught at Clapham.
With regard to the exhibition you are hoping to organise, we have nothing at Bradley
House relevant to Clapham Callege that | am aware of, Bro Ambrose did have two albums of
photographs from Clapham but these have been sent to our house at Strawberry Hill where
our archives are kept. Bro Bemard might be able to help you in this. At present he is
spending his time between Bradley House and Strawberry Hill. | suggest you contact him.
With all best wishes
Bro. David.

From Brian Casey (who didn’t add his address and writes like a drunken doctor)

Dear Mick,

thanks very much for the little windfall and for keeping me up to date with Clapper etc. |
reaily do appreciate hearing about what's going on even though | very seldom get the
opportunity to visit. However, there's no way I'm going to miss the Centenary Dinner, so I've
enclosed a cheque for £60,

Thanks again for keeping me informed and hopefully I'll see you in September. Give my best
to the lads (or perhaps | should say Old Men by now) and even if they're not winnig so often
on the pitch now, I'm sure they're still winning in the bar.

Take care, God Bless, Brian.

From Paul Coley CdOSLFWM ‘)

Dear Colin,
| felt | had to break with a lifeiong tradition and finaily write a thankyou letter,

1 really enjoyed last Sunday's game and felt honoured to be invited {o join such a select
group of old rogues and ne’er-do-wells,

it was a hugely enjoyable day as evidenced by my complete inability to put
one foot in front of the other on Monday. It reminded me of the many happy occasions I've
enjoyed Clapham’s hospitality and regretted it the next day,

It was also reassuring to see the spirit of the Old Boys’ League alive and
kicking after ail these years. ... Simitarly the Clapham gamesmanship; | nearly died at
half time when | saw a completely fresh, young and fit{-locking anyway) new Xl appearing for

the second halfl
Thanks again for a wonderful day, kindest regards, Paul Coley.




Fram Jimmy Sanderson

Hello Dave,

another jaunt into those heady, carefree days of growing up in Glasgow. My friend,
George O'Brien and | on boarding a tramcar on our way home from school were delighted fo
bump into George's brother-in-law on his way home on leave from the Parachute Regiment.

We stoad in absolute awe of this John Wayne character, after all, we had never been on a
plane, let alone jumped out of one. However our esteem for Big Dave somewhat plummeted
when he made the fatal mistake of nonchalantly baling out of the moving tram to awake
somnetime later in the Victoria Infirmary claiming indignantly, "That Vampire Jet was flying far
too fow", only to be informed that it was a motorbike and that the rider wanted his mudguard
and front number plate back. Possesion being nine tenths of the law, it was technicaily
Dave's mudguard. The surgeon in charge of the operation to retrieve the front of the bike
was an expert in the field; unfortunately he was no good in the theatre; he did have letters
after his name (like BSA - bloody sore arse). The operation wasn't so much of a success for
medical science as a Triumph for motor engineering, VROOM! VROOM!! Dave made a full
recovery, the only side effects being that to this very day he still walks around on his tiptoes
and Is the only man in Scotlan who c¢an climb up the side of a gable wall at the merest hint of
a motor approaching. Needless to say he was the only man in Glasgow 1o cheer at the
demise of the tramcar in 1961.

All the best, Jimmy Sanderson.

From Derek Davy
10 Millers Croft
Great Baddow Essex CM2 8LJ

Dear Mick,
please find enclosed a cheque for £12.50 for the bow-tie (the tie is retumed

as | already have one).

[ left the College in the summer of 1957 and can only remember a few names, but here
goes:-

. Michael Aldridge Frank Burkhart
Michael Byme Frank(?) Cadter
Michael Cooke Myself
Frank(?) Delaney David Etherington
(?) Guthrie John Hogan
Bertie Lean Mick McGrath
John Murphy John Richardson
John Window

This exhausts my memory of the 5 Alpha class register!

Yours sincerely D.J.Davy

We interrupt
this Chronicle

to

bring you
a sports update....




FIRST ELEVEN REPORT 1996/97
BY SPENCER McGUIRE

The end of another season draws to a close, but unlike the previous three, we will not
finish the season in the Premier Division.

However before skipping through the league programme as quickly as possible, the
season started on a bright note in the Glyn 7 a side tournament in August. With
typical timing Clapham arrived half an hour late and the tournament underway.
Swiftly making up for lost time Glyn “B” and Old Josephians were dispatched ina
flurry of goals and silky samba football. taking us through to the knock out stages
where we were eventually eliminated by Glyn “A” in the semis on penalties. To be
fair they had a great deal of possession during the game and would have won without
the need for penalties but for some heroic goalkeeping from myself. Unfortunately
when it came to the crunch, the older heads of Ged Dolan and Martin Donald failed to
test their keeper from twelve yards (one penalty nearly went in off the corner flag).
Despite the temperature that day the younger players Jason Quinn, Pete McSherry
Greg Ryan Dean Wardley did an enormous amount of running and Conor Rooney
wandered about and scored a few goals. '

Still delaying the review of the league programme it is time to describe our CUP
RUNS! Unlike last year we survived longer than 90 minutes in both competitions -
losing to Woking in the Surrey AFA after a replay in the first round (so we do have
something in common with Millwall but is this anything to write home about?) and
losing to Old Chomileans on penaities in the first round of the Old Boys Cup. This
game was notable for the late drama . Clapham were the better side for most of the
game despite being reduced to 10 men due to the sending off of Andy McCollin
(unfortunately this was not an the only time he was sent off and he managed to collect
more disciplinary points than we got league points). However, with two minutes to go
before penalties we conceded a goal to go 2-1 down. Time for Captain Marvel to don
the cape, steal into the opposition penalty area and head home from 12 yards for the
equalizer with only seconds remaining on the clock. So the drama moves on to
penalties evoking memories of an 8-7 victory over Wilsons when all the players had
to take a spot kick and the tie was not decided until the twelfth kick. The captain
fresh from the last minute exploits is ready to take one of the five kicks, yet while he
goes for the toss up the team have already decided which five heads are to be placed
in the hangmans noose. Suffice to say we lost 5-4 and Dean Coulstock has been
spotted on TV recently with a pizza bag on his head.

The league fixtures had us paired with the two newly promoted teams for what should
have been a quick four points. Yet the only piece of luck we had until Christmas was
a penalty that Steve Maloney missed in the first game only for the ball to roll back to
him six yards out and ailow him to put it in the onion bag. From that moment onwards
with the luck we had one of our players must have been going out with a witch and
been caught two timing her with a gypsy. Vaughans came back from one nil down to
to score from two set pieces late in the game, we lost to Kingsburians and Giyn
despite looking the better team. Then when we prepare to face Aloyshians at home,
Tony O’Shea gets caught in a ten mile tail back on the M25 because someone had to
change their tyre in the outside lane and Pete McSherry who traveis from Wycombe
to play each week has commuter problems at Wembley. Trying to delay the kick off
as long as possible [ take my time going down to the pitch but the referee has already
made us start the game with 7 men. We manage to bring in Paut West from the 7th X1




T8E OLD BOYS' FOOTBALL LEAGUE TABLES AS AT 29/03/97
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Vic Roszkowski
0181 670 8233 (H)
0171 237 4108 (O)
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REIGATIMS V17 8 6 3 49 3922 THORNTONIANS IV 17 8 4 5 49 42 20
GUILDFORDIANS 18 6 5 7 36 3617 SUTTONIAS ~ VIII 18 8 3 7 51 4019
OLD ST. HARYS II1 18 7 3 8 42 4717 JOSEPRIANS IV 17 7 4 6 35 2913
WORINGIANS VI 18 6 4 8 27 3416 J.FISBER O.B. IV 18 6 4 8 35 5] 16
HEADORIAHS VI 17 4 5 8 39 4213 STRAMDIARS ~ Res 13 5 4 4 34 23 14
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The Annual Feotball The Annual Footbalil
Dinner at EIGHT SOUTH PH DLF APS Dinner at
The Queens otel mmmmmasonooo 2mEmzsmmsmEsesoemme The Queens Hotel
Sat. 17 May Sat. 17 May
e SR ETeEE |
Contact OLD ST. KARYS IV 16 9 1 6 51 4519 Contact
e B EEEE S I A
REIGMIMS VI 17 7 2 8 37 5016
HEADONIMNS XX 15 6 1 8 36 3913
WILSOKIAMS  ¥II 18 4 311 24 6211
ADDEYAKS V14 2 210 22 55 ¢
WORINGIANS ~ VIII 15 2 112 22 48 5

Annual Football Dinner at the Queens Hotel, Crystal Palace on Sat.17 May £20.00 per lead.
Call Vic Roszhkoswski and join your team table!

TR BROWSD 0 OREANMME “THE
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FIRST ELEVEN.REPORT 1996/97
BY SPENCER McGUIRE

subs bench to make his 1stXI debut (and we nearly had him buying drinks all night
but he failed to score from his golden opportunity). We eventually get eleven men on
the pitch but all in all did well to keep the score down to seven (and who says that is a

lucky number?)

We also had problems travelling to Tennisonians, this time starting with ten and
waiting for players who have been telephoned at ten to three to arrive in cabs. Kieron
Brady, the fourteen year oid 7th XI goalkeeper started as centre forward and played
until reinforcements arrived and yet again we lost when we did not deserve to. This
game also saw the unfortunate incident when Gary McGuire was flipped upside down
while going up for a header and landing on his neck. He was taken to hospital amid
fears that he may have been paralysed, but thankfuily he had only sprained his back.

Tennisons are a nice team, in the return they kicked everything that moved except the
ball and for the party trick landed a headbut surely on my forehead. I understand the
villain has appealed the sending off but has also been offered a part in the next Jean
Claude Van Damme film (hopefully the bullets used will not be blanks).

The only real piece of luck we had all season came just before Christmas at
Hamptonians, The dressing room resembled a 2nd X1 reunion, Paul Williams made a
welcome return to the 1st X1, Andy McDonald Gary Prince and Ian Anderson were
all stolen from Chris Megoran and for the first ten minutes the performance was one
of the worst that [ have ever experienced from any Clapham eleven. Yet instead of
being four down it remained nil - nil. We did in fact go one down, but with goals from
Michael Carnegie and Gary Prince gave us our first victory of the season.
Unfortunately this was followed by a succession of closely fought games where we
kept losing by the odd goal and with one game to go have only managed one further
victory.

The year did see a welcome return to the st XI of Paul Williams and Brendan Walsh
plus somie younger blood (but not necessarily fresher legs) in the shape of Jasen
Quinn, Pete McSherry, Conor Rooney and Michael Camegie come through. hopefuily
some more players can come through to push the stalwarts for their places and next
year a happier report can be written about a championship being won.

ENGLAND
FOOT BALL

This is the man who could replace Gazza. He's
hopeless at football but he's led a blamefess life




LETTER FROM AFRITCA I

This is an introductinn to the first of thres letters sent by
Brother Josaph 43 yeacrs azo to Bernard Plunrer and myself. This
was only a few yaars bafore his tragic death by lightning at an
African mission station. I feel =uilty in not circulating these
latters sufficienctlv in the past and hooe to atona2 nov for this
naglect.

Br. Joseph taupght Freach at Clapham when I was there in the
late foypries, and after serving all too hriefly as "eadmaster
went out to Africa to teach. Those who ware at Clapham in
those days will recall how k%e2n he was rto get avervone involvad
in arhletics: track, field, and cross country. I thiak evervone
loathed cross counrry runs, hut for some thzy were character
formine., I made the mistake of doing well in the first one I
aver run- after that of course vou were sxnecta2d Lo carry 2n
doing well.

He had a 'fun' sense of humour, but it could bhe at your
axpanse, He once unexoectedly turned a cross 7tountry into a
steeplechase by re-routineg it through the middle of one of the
ponds on Clapham Common, I can't imagine anything like rhis
havpening today or somenne might sue the school for falling
over a submerged Austhin lid.

When thinking ahout the past my memory is snapshot. On a
school rock climbing parcy in Snowdonia the most vivid picture
I have of Br. Joseph is of him carefully laying to one side his
classes and his brand new and brilliant light blue anorak, as
he prepared to tackle a difficult climb. Coloured anoraks like
his were unusual in rhose days. Most of us hazginners who were
gathered round to watch him climb were in drah ex-army stuff
and I for one was 2nvions. Ramsey, a sixth former and very
experienced, let down the rope and 'Joe' tied on and started
the fifty foot climb. It was up a vecry vertical crack, only
just visible in an otherwise smooth rock face. I think the
crack was called 'The Innomimate' and it was ratsd 'very
gsevere', It looked impossible to me but up he went, almost
running up hits »f it. It wasn't until later I rzalisad that
moving quickly sometimes is the only way to avoid coming off,

The presant letter has heen ahridged slightly at the
beginning, In places, the language of 1954 is different from
what we would use today, bhut irs impact is as fresh as aver,

Henry Pinsant.




Nyasaland, August 8th 1954

... ‘it is good to hear that Gordon Grant is happy in his brewing.
There is a good opening out here for a brewery. The stuff costs
3/3d. [about 17 pence, quite expensive for then] a bottle (pint).
At that price, we have to do without. The natives make a home
brew, but it is either too sweet or too potent - (at least my
little experience of it has been so). Furthermore, everybody
drinks out of the same vessel and as most of the natives have
pretty virulent diseases, one gets a bit apprehensive. They also
make a violent, searing spirit and believe me, Shakespeare was
not under-stating when he mentioned, "That way madness lies", The
fine is £25 and imprisonment.

At a much lower academic scale [than the degree mentioned in
the earlier part of the letter] is our little exan contribution
from Mzedi. I heard today {subject to confirmation) that 35 ocut
of 44 of cur 2 top classes had passed the Government Exam., If
this is so, it is an all tinme exam record for Mzedi. I had been
somewhat worried because it was our first year, and also the
first year that the lads had been taught entirely in English. our
first few months were trying both to the boys and ourselves, for
they could only understand a little of what we were saying in
class. That situation is now easing up. Furthermore, I was
troubled about the Maths, as I found myself let in for that
subject. Much midnight oil was burnt preparing my sums on
Compound Proportion, Variations of Time and Speeds, Circles and
what not. I breathed a special prayer of thanks when the news
came through to-day. I can now pray in Chinyanija as well as
English.

Last week I bounced into the office with a load of papers.
Just as I got wedged into my desk, I heard the sound of a
fiercely deflating football. T looked down and found a thick and
angry puff adder almost at my feet. I would love to be able to
say in true movie style that "To whip out my gun and shoot the
thing through the head was the work of a split second." It would
be far from the truth. I was absolutely paralysed with fear and
was unable to move for what seemed several seconds. Then I fairly
fled. I got the gun and tried to get a shot through the window,
but the snake had gone into a recess and nothing short of a gun
with a curved barrel could get it. However, I digd manage it
finally, first shot. These horrible things squirt 2 jets of
polson at your eyes and they move pretty speedily. Whew! What an
escape. I'm still dithering. .

I had a few of the lads helping with a job for the first week
of the holidays and I promised to take them home in the truck in
return. They lived in a village about 70 miles away. We set off
early one morning and soon drew away from the hills and out onto
the hot and dusty plains. We could only make slow progress on the
rough track and I got a good idea of the meaning of "desert". For
mile after mile we bounced along through land baked by the sun
and blackened by fires. For nearly 50 miles there was not a
living thing visible- just seared and scorched and waterless
country. The dust covered everything with a red film and the
native lads assumed the appearance of copper-coloured Indians.
I was probably equally funny to look at. After 50 miles we came
across a sign "Bar and Restaurant! and I thought I was seeing 3
mirage. The "B & R" proved to be a native hut. Beer was off
(Gordon) but we managed to buy some tea, eggs and tomatoes, As
1 sat in that sequestered "cafe" I saw it was August Bank Holiday




and I thought of Hampstead Heath and Brighton Beach and other
English horrors. T happened to be humming a tune and the boys
asked me to teach them the words, They soon had them off and I
mentioned it was one of Bing Crosby’s tunes. Their innocent query
"What is a Bing Closby?" really made me feel how far away we were
from anywhere.

Off again into the heat and dust and after 20 miles we reached
a Mission near which the boys lived. This was journey’s end. The
"road" finished at a river and to cross the river was a swinging,
bouncing, bamboo suspension bridge. This had to be crossed to
reach the Mission. Here an Italian priest gave me a grand welcome
and made me stay a couple of days. I needed no coaxing for I was
very tired, and over many vears the missionaries had turned what
had been desert into a magnificent orange and tangerine
plantation. Thousands of trees were heavy with luscious fruit.
So I stayed and swam in the river (on the bed of which were
flecks of gold) and ate oranges and tangerines and thought how
pleasant life was. Unfortunately the Italian priest preferred
company and for six years he had not had more than 50 visitors!

On the journey back quite a delegation of boys and parents and
relations came to greet me at a native village. Some wanted a
lift to Limha so T packed them into the truck (together with
their belongingy. They don’t possess much but they always carry
all they do possess. One of the boys’ fathers presented me with
a live chicken- it was a terribly thin mite, but probably his
best. This was put in the truck and gave a real gypsy touch to
the colourful, chattering cargo, So back to Mzedi where I started
work on building a pig sty. It is now completed, albeit somewhat
rough, and somewhat bulging where it w ould be straight. But
maybe my pig sty will still be standing at Mzedi when cobalt
bombs have rubbled up London.

Every good wish and remembrance in prayer,
Brother Joseph
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On the evening of 20th May 1989, a dinner was given to mark the termination of Clapham
Xaverian College. There were many speeches to a packed hall, among them one from John
Wooilard; this is what he had to say...

i first went to Clapham College after Easter for the Summer term in 1924 and finally
left ten years later at Christmas 1934, The school had about 250 boys and the premises were
understandably considerably smaller than they were even before this new sixth form college
was bullt. They consisted of merely three buildings. The school house, which was the living
quarters of the brothers; the main classroom block, much as it is today, complete with its
tower and chapel, but the top floor was used exclusively as dormatories for the boarders, and
immediately under the chapel was their refectory. There were quite a large number of
boarders then, many from overseas, including such far away places as South America, which
was a very long way away In those days. Beyond that building at the far end of the
playground was another smali tutorial building which contained, among other things, the most
important part of the school, as far as we were concerned, the Tuck Shop. Between the far
end of the playground and the blocks of houses in Malwood Road was an orchard, until it was
cleared, a few years before | left the school, in order to form what was called "the paddock”,
which was an additional playing fleld to supplement the main one ar Norbury.

The Headmaster was the one and only Brother Bernadine. A very fine man indeed. Benign in
manner and appearance, leamed, a very good administrator, and who commanded respect
from everybody simply by his manner, character and dignity. | feel | need add no more when
| say that he enjoyed the finest Christian principles. His second in command was Brother
Stanisclause, a totally different type of man; a very severe disciplinarian, who certainly
beleived in the old Victorian adage "spare the rod and spoil the child”. Corporal punishment
was a way of life in those days. He was a man of sombre appearance, | cannot ever
remember seeing him smile, and he always went about the place with a black clerical hat on
his head, a sneer on his face and a cane under his arm.

During the Summer holidays of 1924, two very important events took place, which had a
profound effect upon the school and very much to its betterment. Firstly the school acquired
the adjacent property of Hollywood, which became the Prep school and consisted of the most
junior classes - classes 1, lower 2 and upper 2. Class No.1 was run by the only lady teacher |
think the school ever had, Miss Cailin, and upper 2 was run by a rather breezy brother,
Brother Dominic until he left the Order and the school about a year later, to marmy the
Matron. The other event was that two senior teaching brothers joined the school. Brother
Aloysius and Brother Silvester. Two outstanding and dominating personalities, excelient
teachers, disciplinarians but humane and very goog senses of humour. Theses two brothers
under the headship of Brother Bemadine ran the school most effectively and efficiently. And
according to the late Brother Dunstan, who just about everybody knew, and who spent almost
his entire adult life at Clapham College, always maintained that in his opinion, during the
time that these three brothers were at the helm it was indeed the golden age of Clapham
College. Incidentally, Brother Stanisclause left the school to become our headmaster at the
college in Brighton. The Xaverian Order was very well established then, for apart from our
college here at Clapham and the one at Brighton, they had other colleges at Mayfieid in
Sussex, Manchester and Bootle, and a seminary at Deeping near Peterborough. Oversaes
there were a number of colleges in America and one at Bruges in Belgium. A far cry, sadly,
from the situation today. No review of the schaol for this period would be complete without a
little more detail about the two brothers, Aloysius and Silvester, as they had a very great
influence on the school and undoubtedly on us as well.




Centenary Lunch at The Oval
10th Jan 1897

Colin Garvey writes:

The Oval Cricket Ground has been the scene of many memorable sporting events
over the years - in 1938 Len Hutton scored 364 runs aginst Australia; in 1848 Don Bradman
was bowled for nought by Eric Hollies, and in 1953 Denis Compton hit the runs which
regained the Ashes for England. However, January 10th 1997 saw an event equally
memorable - 70 COXA members walked through the Hobbs Gates to the dining room, to
celebrate the start of the Centenary Year with a Luncheon. (Several dozen members had
already been celebrating the Centenary in the local Beehive pub.)

The juncheon itself was most enjoyable, partly for the pieasure of seeing old friends
again but mainly for the sentiments expressed about Clapham College, first by the Chairman,
Brian Sanders, and then by Jim Buttress, Chairman of the Olb Boys® Football League. Both
summed up the occasion perfectly - we all felt that we had so much to thank Clapham
College and the Brothers for. Jim Buttress, before he offered a generous toast to the College,
remembered his own schooidays at Sir John Fisher School - the teachers, the compulsory
boxing, the character-building, the cold showers, the school dinners, "..it made men of us.... |
hated every minute of it["

With the meal and the speeches over, Old Boys looked out at the pitch, drank as
much as they couid, and were then enthrailed by a trio (Dave Leathem, Tom Purcell and
Brendan Williams) singing "The Wild Rover" o the tune of "Ghost Riders in the Sky". The
ghosts of Hobbs, May and Laker must have winced at that! Long after dark, the more intrepid
Old Boys returned to the Beehive to see if the Guinness tasted as good as it didi at
lunchtime. It had been a memorable start to the Centenary Year, except we could not
remember much about it!

The guests were:-

Harry Mellor Martin Boyd John Newman
Brian Sanders Chris Megoran Colin Bygraves

Dave Slattery John McGuire Stan Miller

Nick Scott Dan Condon Dave Leathem

Tony Morrish Mick Wood John Leathem
John Sheridan Phil Roderick Jones Wilson Bowers
John Tee Mick Powell John Mansi
Ben Benedict John McGowan  Eddle O Brien

Matt BenedIct Pete Keenan Vic Roszkowski

Colin Garvey | Don Mulvihill . Kev Bamnaville
Bemard Schwenk John Woollard Tom Purcell
Peter Brown Peter Cemuschi  Mick Burke

Pauif Davidson Sheila Rowe Tony O'Shea
Brendan Willlams Colin Brown Ged Dolan

Paul Hixson Mick Power Kevin-Horkan

Duncan Brown Elvis McEfhatlon & Jim Buttress




Brother Aloysius:- a very practical-minded and down to earth sort of man, excellent
organiser, and when he was not trying to teach us French, he tried to improve the financial
position of the school by introducing what he called an "extension fund”, the purpose of which
was to improve the facilities and amenities of the school for our benefit, The school was a fee
paying organisation then, aithough we did have quite a number of boys occupying free places
which they gained by their own merits and efforts by means of scholarship, In order to raise
the money for this fund he organised raffles, concerts which were heid in the school during
the winter terms and a garden party, which was held in the school grounds in the summer
terms. It was open to the public and was a very popular event not only with us and our
parents, but also with quite a number of people in the locality. it was organised, managed
and run very well indeed by him and consisted of all the usual sideshows, stalls, cocnut shies
and all the fun of the fair including a brass band and a gymnastic display put on by the boys.

Brother Silvester:- quite a different type of man, not so practically minded as Bro Aloysius,
but an idealist, enthusiast and quite a showman, but he had that wonderful gift of being able
to convey to his pupils that same enthusiasm which he himself enjoyed for the subjects he
taught, viz Engiish and Mathematics. A very good games player (cricket, lawn tennis), and as
a young man | understand, a very good soccer player. But cricket was his love which he
played very well himself, and here again, for those of us lesser mortals who tried to play that
noble game, he managed to instill into us that same enthusiasm which he himself enjoyed for
it. A stickler for good behaviour on the field - umpire’s decisions were accepted without
comment - and if you were hit with a cricket ball while you were batting, his only comment
would be “Why did you not use your bat?" In the early summer of 1935, and only a few
months after | had left the school, Brother Silvester at the age of only 40 years, died. It was a
terrible loss, not only for us who knew him so well, and admired him immensely, but also for
the school as a whole as a man of his calibre would be difficult if not almest impossibie to
replace,

{ have emphasised these three brothers, Bernadine, Aloysius and Silvester, because they
really dominated the scene, but all the other brothers and the masters, not forgetting Miss
Carlin, were all quite excellent, first class teachers who, by their very example, manners and
behaviour, guidance and instruction during our formative years, enabled us, that when we
finally left school we were able to go out and face up to the outside world with confidence.
And furthermore and once again, with all due credit and gratitude to our tutors, when that
great test came in those dark years of 1939 - 1945, when the fate, in fact, the very future and
existence of this our country and the world as a whole was very much in the batance, the old
boys of Clapham College DID NOT FAIL.

&

« . e ,
Be patient, Madam. The judging of the funny hats will resume as soon as we get ashore.”




CRICKET FIXTURES FOR 1997

{at time of going to press , Sat 1stXl unavailable)

April 26th
May 3rd
May 4th
May 10th
May 11th
May 24th
May 25th
Jun 1st
Jun 7th’°
Jun 8th
Jun 15th
Jun 22nd
Jun 28th
Jun 29th
July 5th
Jul 12th
Jul 18th
Jul 27th
Aug 2nd
Aug gth
Aug 10th
Aug 16th
Aug 24th
Aug 31st
Sept 6th
Sept 13th
Sept 27th

2nd Xl

Qlinda Vandals
Private Banks

Lioyds Register

South Bank

Natwest 5th

Croydon Gas

Raglan
MNatwest Allstars
Private Banks

Barclays Bank
Bowring

Carshalton
Norwood

Natwest
Trinity Oxley

SUNDAY COXCC

QOlinda Vandals
Ham Moor

South Bank
Whyleleafe

Beddington
Mariborough 1870
Ham & Petersham

Syndicate CC

Claygate

Brookwood

Thurlow
Redhill

1 strongly deny these absurd reports that f was seen
playing cricket’

Brown Acres
Ham Moor

Dulwich
Whyteleafe

Beddington
Dulwich
Ham Common

Farest Hill
Claygate
Brookwood

Redhill




C.0.X.C.C.

9 The Chase,

Norbury ,
SWI16 3AE.
Tel ; 0181 764 8282

Saturday 1* X1 Saturday 2™ X1 Sunday 1* XI

Serge Cefai Steve Adamson Kevin Horkan

The Pillars 172 Sutton Avenue 11Graveney Road

Old Isleworth Hornchurch Tooting

. TW76DL. Essex. SW17 OEG.
e (W) ©r\21 332 RS o\egET2315 OI1B MG INS
Dear

At the recent cricket AGM I offered to monitor and bank match fees etc , and issue a
regular report on these activities .

As you may be aware the quality of the information supplied at the AGM was , for a
variety of reasons , very poor . In fact I felt that it was totally impossible to judge the
state of the finances .

I have put together some working sheets ( enclosed ) which I would like completed
after every match and forwarded to me with the appropriate payment .

On the sheets I have identified the levies which will apply for the coming year , for all
levels of membership . I do not expect the poor captain to be responsible for collecting
money and completing the form but unfortunately the captain will have to ensure that
this task is completed .

I have enclosed enough forms and addressed envelopes for the whole season ( I hope.)
Cheques should be made payable to The Halifax Building Society , please do not send
cash through the post although I am happy to bank cash if it is passed to me with the
completed form .

With the exception of the Saturday 1* X1 teas should not appear within the accounts .
The Saturday 1% XI must show income for teas at home matches , this should be £2
per head plus £25 per team from the opposition . Based on last year’s costs this should
give us a profit of £9.50 for each home game . Please note this is paid on a monthly
basis by the treasurer .

You will also notice that I have added some columns for the players scores etc . I
might as well supply the averages , I am not bothered if you supply this information but
we had no averages either , at the AGM .

With your support I intend issuing a regular report on the finances , probably monthly,
along with the averages .

I would like next year’s AGM to be quite clear on the Club’s performance both
financially and from a playing point of view .

If you have any comments Or suggestions please let me know .

Thanks for your help and have a good season,,
Best Wishes ,

John Mansi .




COXA VETS VERSUS LEAGUE VETS INVITATION SIDE
Sunday 16th March 1997
Colin Garvey writes:

Clapham College was founded by the Xaverians in 1897, It is fairly certain that soccer was
introduced quickly into school life. In the 1920's the Old Boys® Association was formed and
saccer became one of its sections, A succession of dedicated individuals ted the soccer
section from strength to strength - statring with Don Mulvihiil and John Woollard, Maurice
and Steve Ward, Tony Brinn and Derek Rowe right through to today when so much is owed
to Eddie O Brien. Thus when the COXA committee was discussing events for 1997, one of
the first choices was a soccer match. '

On March 16th a team of vets from other friendly clubs in the OB football league took the
field at Norbury against a team of Vets from Clapham, The Clapham team were taken off at
half-time and another team of Clapham Vets went an, much to the dismay of the guests.
They needn't have worred, the final score was 3-3. Players quickly made for the bar, where
jugs of beer were exchanged with the guests. Brian Sanders thanked the guests for
honouring the occasion and presented each one with a COXA tie.

On the day itself, and subsequently in lefters, many of the guests paid generous tribute to the
spirit of amateur football in general, and the OBFL in particular, displayed by Clapham over
the years. One visitor told me that he always looked forward to playing Clapham with mixed
feelings - his team would have to fight hard to gain even a point, yet afterwwards he would
meet old friends in the bar. Moreover he pald a further tribute, "When you play Clapham you
have a great time on the Saturday and you regret it on the Sunday”. Perhaps we in COXAFC
have come close to the true Old Boys® spirit.

The Players were:

Guests: COXA

Peter Ventress Josephians Mick Burke Frank Barretta

Billy ©'Connell Salesians Colin Garvey Neil Keogh

Roger Craddock Reigatians Vic Roszkowski Kevin McKenna

Martin Armstrong Sutionians Eddie O'Brien Richard Januszewski

Ricky Leach v Mick Powell David Murtagh

Sean Loughlin Fisher OB Peter Brown John Leathem

Paul Coley  Josephians John McGuire John McGowan

Dave Billing Reigatians Wilson Bowers Ged Dolan

Martin Fairclough Sinjuns Paul Hixson Joe Davorn

Neil Tuit Thorntonians Alan Webber David Leathem

Eddie Myers " " Brendan Williams  Eamonn Taggart
Peter Donoghue Jim Thornton

' Colin Brown
(also present Pat Morrissey & Brian O'Connell - Salesians and J. Lioyd, Suttonians)

Referee:- John Williams

xa the pudt is worth cight .'qu_;arrd o
dollars 1o him, Whae's your cuté Ten per cent?
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NEW TO CLAPPER ....cccovvrvenecas

A PAGE DEVOTED TO OLD BOYS WITH BUSINESSES OR TRADES WISHING TO PLUG THEIR
SERVICES. SO, FOR A MINIMAL CHARGE (ALL FUNDS GO TO THE ASSOCIATION) YOUR NAME,
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION AND ANY OTHER DETAILS CAN APPEAR ON THIS PAGE, THINK OF THEE
BUSINESS YOU CAN GENERATE, AND SUPPORT COXA AT THE SAME TIME!

FOR DETAILS, CALL MICK POWER, 0181-644 9873,

Troubadour Menswear
217a High Street, Sutton. Tel: 0181-642 06947

knitwear, trousers, shoes and accessories.

MEMBERS!

Call Brian Earp on the number above - cheers!

Good quality fashion menswear, jeans, casual jackets, shirts,

ALL CARDS ACCEPTED. GOOD DISCOUNTS FOR ALL COXA

M. Burke Electrical

All kinds of electrical work undertaken
No job too big or too small!

BEST RATES FOR COXA MEMBERS,

Call Mick Burke on 0181-644 1228,

The Annuat Footbalf
Dinner at
The Queens [Hotel
Sat, 17 May
£20.00 per head

Contact
Vie Roszkowski

“The LonpoN HoTEL with
a COUNTRY FEELING”

TEL: 0181-673 4578
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80-81 CLAPHAM ¢
LONDON SW4 9D




